














people who really grip my pen.
My hand hurts after writing for a
long time. I don’t do this when I
type. So repetitive stress is worse
for me when I write than when [
type. Why? T’ll get back to you
after I discuss it with a therapist.
“So Preacher, why do you feel
the need to squeeze that pen so
tightly?” “It comes from my
childhood days of having my pen
ripped from my hands during a
math test.” Sorry for the ridicu-
lous imagination interruption.
Suffice it to say that like many, I
have become much better at typ-
ing than writing.

2. The way modern software finds
my resources is faster than turn-
ing pages. Some programs allow
you to just type in your passage, click go or find and the program returns a list of everything available about that
passage. If you use Logos, then you have them categorized by language study, commentaries, topics, and oth-
ers. But even if your program doesn’t do this, it will likely allow you to synchronize your books to the bible and
when you move in the passage from verse to verse it moves the commentary or commentaries you have. But even
if you could find your works on a shelf faster and open them faster than your PC could, I find it more efficient to
have just a computer and not a large stack of books. Now add to that the lightening speed with which programs
find keywords. No concordance is that fast.

3. Setting up my work space is faster on a computer. If you have a program that allows you to save your workspace,
use it. You can quickly open to your desktop that helps you to study. You could save one workspace for doing
bible reading and taking notes. This is good when doing inductive study in the early stages. Then create a work-
space for doing language study, one for reading commentaries, and one for reading topics, cross references and
illustrations. If you have a good program, then opening these can be as quick as two or three clicks.

4. Finally, included in the sermon preparation process is the final product. This used to be a legal pad with hand-
written notes for full manuscript preachers. Others create a stack of note cards or a half-sheet outline to tuck in
abible. Some create full-sheet outlines. No matter what you use to preach, preparing these with either a pen or
a typewriter is much slower than using a word processor or a presentation program like Microsoft PowerPoint.
During my seminary days I was taught to preach without notes of any kind. This has helped me to have more eye
contact, know my subject, and focus on other areas of presentation. But I have returned to using some notes. But
it is so much easier than having a page of hand written notes or a manuscript. And for me it is easier to read. I
make the type large and that way I can put the focus where it belongs, my audience. If your secretary types your
messages, she will love you for going digital.

Is sermon prep faster using a PC and Bible study software? I think so, but I do not believe it would be easy to test.
I do know for sure that it is better. Evidence of that is in this: will you test the theory by spending three months not us-
ing a PC to study? Nope! Neither would I because it would be unbearable. I won’t do it. So if you want to know, go
ask someone else.

But in the meanwhile, here are some tips for speeding up your Digital Bible study.

1. Find a system and stick to it. I have a series of steps that I follow and I almost always stick to it. I wrote about
this in a past article so go search the CCMag archives to read that article. But find one that works for you and
stick to it. Knowing where you are going is faster than doing things differently each time.

2. Setup your software for your tastes. Nearly all of the Bible study programs I own have at least some degree of
options that help you work your way. Some have more than others but learn your software and set it up your way.
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Get some help if you
need it from the pro-
gram’s Help system
or Tutorials whether
they are in the pro-
gram, on the disc the
software came on,
or on the company’s
web site.

. Help your Bible
study tools talk to
your word processor.
Many of the pro-
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grams have macros
or other tools that
help you work more quickly and easily with both your Bible program and your Word processor. Unfortunately, if
you don’t use Microsoft Word, you may be out of luck. But since many of you do, then use these tools.

4. Make sure your PC is running at its best. Some things to improve are hard drive performance, memory manage-
ment, and Internet tweaking. Search Doc Watson’s articles for some tips on how to do this. Also, Google for
speed tweaking. Simple steps include defragmenting your hard drive, clearing out the clutter in MSConfig (Start,
Run, type msconfig and run it; look under startup and uncheck what you don’t need), stop unneeded services
(Start Run and services.msc; but be careful) and uninstall unneeded programs and fonts. If you can afford it, get
a faster hard drive, more memory, or upgrade your processor. Upgrade your hard drive first, then your memory
and finally your processor to get the most improvement in Bible study software. Searching and finding content is
hard drive intensive, so a fast hard drive will help. Memory also generally speeds up a PC. If you have less than
2 GB and are able to add it, do so today. The last upgrade is a new processor. This usually is not worth the money
unless you can also get a new motherboard. But if you can do a significant upgrade without spending more than
50% of the costs of a new PC then do it.

Most Bible study software users agree that Bible study software saves you time. But other benefits include saving
you gas money, improving the quality of your preaching, and improving the actual presentation.

Some preachers who live near a seminary library may have been using that library to prepare sermons. But now
that you can have a seminary quality library at your finger tips, you can save the gas money and time taken to drive
down the road or across town. I found this to be a huge benefit when I was doing my Doctor of Ministry research.

If you have a limited library and limited education level then the scope of your knowledge will be limited. Since
most basic level Bible study software programs have a large scope of books, you can increase your education level,
your library and therefore the quality of your sermons. They will be both more interesting and have more depth. Now
be careful to still follow good sermon writing rules. Don’t throw all that background in there and only do it when it is
of value to the hearer’s understanding. I recently listened to a sermon out of an Old Testament book that spent twenty
minutes regurgitating the commentaries and ten minutes preaching and applying the text. I wish he had spent less time
on background and more on application which would have been more faithful to the purpose of the Bible.

Finally, sermons are not works written on a page but something delivered in real time. It does not really become
a sermon until it is presented. And Bible study software helps you do this. You will gain more insight into the back-
ground of the passage, allowing you to present it in a creative and interesting way. Knowing what life was like for a
Ist century Jew hearing Jesus preach or for a member of the Israeli army as they fought the Philistines adds color to a
sermon and makes it come to life. You can share this information in interesting ways, often showing pictures or video
presentations found in the software or links to online sites. Second, by having access to web sites and Bible software
with good multimedia illustrations of Biblical concepts, one can communicate in a multimedia world.

My biggest complaint about doing Digital Bible study instead of pen and paper study is that aside from technical
problems like software performance and interface issues, I often have too much information to share. We have to learn
how to be good editors or we will be very long winded preachers. Sometimes too much can be just as harmful as not
enough, especially in a sound bite world.
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Blog Sites and More

have some blessings for which I am very thankful and

want to share with you. First, I am so thankful that

God gives us the opportunities to travel and see other
places and people that exist in His creation. I had a chance
to go visit my great grandmother yesterday and it was just a
good time to visit with her as well as being able to see some
beautiful countryside on our trip there and back. What a

wonderful time we had. Second, I am also very thankful for all the
Christian resources that we have available to us these days. One area
in particular that comes to my mind is the large amount of videos
related to Christianity that sit on the shelves of stores and are being
sold on websites all across our nation. What an easy yet incredible
way to open the door to the Gospel with friends, acquaintances, and
family that we want to see come to Christ or to grow in their relation-
ships with Christ. I don’t really find it very difficult to invite someone
over to watch a movie or to offer to let someone borrow a movie that
I think is very good. I have even found Christian related movies to be
a great gift for birthdays or holidays. With the many good movies that
have come out recently including some of my favorites like Facing
the Giants, The Chronicles of Narnia, and even The Perfect Stranger,
we really can’t say that we don’t have more than enough resources.
Actually, I would have to say that even if we didn’t have the high
tech resources of today that God would work through us to accom-
plish what He wants to accomplish, but I believe He has given these
resources to us to help us help Him. The first blog that I am going to
share this month is for the latest Christian related movie to hit the big
screens.

www.expelledthemovie.com/blog is the blog on the Expelled: No
Intelligence Allowed website. This is the documentary that Ben Stein
has put together that explains why many believers of Intelligent De-

sign are being persecuted in our society and
how Darwinism is being promoted more
and more. Ben Stein believes that Intelligent
Design does exist and is supportive of it.
According to Christianity Today’s website
James Dobson and Chuck Colson have both
endorsed this movie. At www.getexpelled.
com/quotes.php you can see the quotes of
these men about the movie and many others
including Lee Strobel. The movie opens on
April 18th and I am very excited to check

it out and support a man from Hollywood
that believes Intelligent Design is true. The
super trailer is awesome and you can watch
that on the website under the Playground
section as long as you have the Adobe Flash
Player installed.

www.handango.com is a great online
store that specializes in mobile software.

For those of you that have a Pocket PC,
smartphone, or some kind of PDA, this may
be the site you are looking for to upgrade
existing software or to find that particular
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software you have always wanted for your device. A couple of the features in the left sidebar that I believe I will be
using in the near future are both the ebooks and the travel software. I think it would be cool to have city travel guide
software for when you go on vacation or when you are in another city for a conference.

www.randyalcorn.blogspot.com is the personal blog by Randy Alcorn. Randy Alcorn is a Christian author that
lives in Gresham Oregon and has written numerous fiction and non-fiction books. Randy is also the founder and
director of Eternal Perspective Ministries. It will not take you long to figure out that Randy definitely has a heart for
Jesus Christ and he has fun sharing that in different ways on his blog. I was drawn to Randy’s blog after reading his
book called “Heaven”. If you have not read this book and are thinking about it I would encourage you to. The book
has definitely encouraged me to spend more time enjoying the thoughts of what Heaven will be like. I can’t wait to
experience Heaven for eternity.

www.blog.guykawasaki.com is a really cool fun blog by Guy Kawasaki that tends to be read by bloggers, techies,
and business entrepreneurs. Guy talks about a lot of different things but it seems to center around that particular kind
of readership. Guy seems to be a great guy and I have found myself constantly coming back to his blog to see what
he has to say about the latest and greatest of what he is currently involved.

www.linuxgamingworld.com is a fantastic sight to help show the progress of gaming on the Linux desktop. There
are a lot of incorrect myths out there and this sight will help curious people debunk those myths. I will let you check
out the different sections of the site and if you have any questions feel free to contact me or send an email to the
administrator’s of the website. I know that they would be happy to help you. You can find the contact email address
on the About LGW page. With that being said, I do have one other offer for any of the churches in the Nashville area.
If your reading this and you have a church in the Nashville area please contact myself as I know someone who has
acquired some rights to distribute some great free books for Linux computing resources in churches.
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